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Dear Colleagues,
For the first time since the foundation of the Italian Group of Forensic Pathology (GIPF), the Triennial
National Congress will take place from 16 to 18 April 2026 at the Aula Magna of the University of Pavia, the
academic home of Professor Giovanni Pierucci, founding member and Emeritus President of the GIPF.
As anticipated by the title, “Forensic Autopsy Reloaded. The Legacy of the Magister in the Artificial Intelligence
Era,” the 2026 edition will be dedicated to the memory of Professor Pierucci, a magister of legal medicine
and forensic pathology, who was deeply rooted in autoptic and histopathological tradition, yet at the same
time endowed with a modern vision, open to innovation and technological progress.
In continuity with previous GIPF National Congresses, the scientific program will be oriented toward
multidisciplinarity and the internationalization of forensic pathology. Speakers from National Scientific
Societies (GeFI, GTFI, SIRM) and International Societies (IALM, ECLMF, JSLM) will participate, contributing to
in-depth discussion of highly topical and complex issues that require specific technical expertise and
represent the present and future challenges of the discipline. To encourage participation and discussion
with international colleagues, all presentations will be available in both Italian and English, with
simultaneous projection of the translated slides.
The plenary session on Thursday, 16 April, will be dedicated to recommendations for good forensic
practice in medicolegal autopsy. The work of the GIPF and GTFI Committees will be presented, focusing on
cardiac examination in judicial autopsy settings and on post-mortem forensic toxicology laboratory
analyses.
Friday, 17 April, will be entirely devoted to the multidisciplinary approach to medicolegal autopsy in minors
- from neonates to adolescents - an uncommon but highly relevant field, characterized by significant
complexity and social impact, often also attracting media attention.
Finally, the morning of Saturday, 18 April, will focus on future developments in the discipline, namely the
application of artificial intelligence in forensic pathology and related sub-disciplines such as histopathology
and imaging. The aim will be to explore the potential, limitations, and risks of integrating AI technologies
into complex contexts such as the interpretation of traumatic injuries, reconstruction of criminal dynamics,
estimation of the post-mortem interval, and drafting of the autopsy report.
Thanks to the valuable collaboration of the Consulta Nazionale dei Giovani Medici Legali Universitari, ample
space will be dedicated to Residents, PhD candidates, and young Researchers, who will have the
opportunity to present their scientific work through oral communications during the Friday and Saturday
sessions or through poster presentations on free topics. At the end of the Friday afternoon session, the
members’ assembly will be held for the renewal of the Executive Board.
In keeping with tradition, there will be opportunities for social interaction: in addition to the welcome
cocktail at the end of the Thursday session and the gala dinner on Friday evening, an event open to the
public is scheduled for the evening of 16 April, entitled “From fantasy to reality: when autopsy becomes an
actor”. This event will provide an opportunity to engage in dialogue with actors, directors, and film
journalist on the sometimes central role of the medicolegal autopsy in cinematic storytelling, accompanied
by the screening of iconic scenes from Italian and international films.
Confident that the proposed topics will foster fruitful exchange and contribute to the growth of our
discipline, we look forward to welcoming you in large numbers in Pavia to pay tribute to the Legacy of the
Magister.
Kind regards,
Antonio Oliva
President, GIPF

Giovanni Cecchetto
President, GIPF 2026 Congress
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Care Colleghe e Cari Colleghi,
per la prima volta dalla fondazione del Gruppo Italiano di Patologia Forense, il Congresso Nazionale – a
cadenza triennale – si svolgerà dal 16 al 18 aprile 2026 presso l’Aula Magna dell’Università degli Studi di
Pavia, sede accademica del Prof. Giovanni Pierucci, socio fondatore e Presidente Emerito del GIPF.
Come anticipato dal titolo “Forensic Autopsy Reloaded. The Legacy of the Magister in the Artificial Intelligence
Era”, l’edizione 2026 sarà dedicata alla memoria del Prof. Pierucci, maestro della medicina legale e patologo
forense profondamente legato alla tradizione autoptica e istopatologica, ma al tempo stesso dotato di una
visione moderna, aperta all’innovazione e al progresso tecnologico.
In continuità con i precedenti Congressi Nazionali GIPF, il programma sarà orientato alla
multidisciplinarietà e all’internazionalizzazione della patologia forense. Interverranno relatori appartenenti
a Società Scientifiche Nazionali (GeFI, GTFI, SIRM) e Internazionali (IALM, ECLMF, JSLM), che contribuiranno
ad approfondire temi di grande attualità e complessità, richiedenti competenze tecniche specifiche e
rappresentativi delle sfide presenti e future della disciplina. Per favorire la partecipazione e la discussione
con i colleghi stranieri, tutte le presentazioni saranno disponibili in doppia versione, italiana e inglese, con
proiezione simultanea della traduzione.
La sessione plenaria di giovedì 16 aprile sarà dedicata alle raccomandazioni per la buona pratica forense
nell’autopsia medico-legale. Saranno presentati i lavori delle Commissioni GIPF e GTFI sull’esame del cuore
in ambito autoptico giudiziario e sulle analisi di laboratorio in tossicologia forense post-mortem.
La giornata di venerdì 17 aprile sarà interamente focalizzata sull’approccio multidisciplinare nell’autopsia
medico-legale del minorenne – dal neonato all’adolescente – un ambito raro, ma di grande rilevanza,
complessità e impatto sociale, spesso anche mediatico.
Infine, la mattina di sabato 18 aprile sarà invece dedicata agli sviluppi futuri della disciplina, ovvero
all’applicazione dell’intelligenza artificiale in patologia forense e nelle sub-discipline correlate, quali
l’istopatologia e l’imaging. L’obiettivo sarà esplorare potenzialità, limiti e rischi dell’integrazione delle
tecnologie AI in contesti complessi come l’interpretazione delle lesioni traumatiche, la ricostruzione delle
dinamiche delittuose, la stima dell’epoca della morte e la redazione del verbale autoptico.
Grazie alla preziosa collaborazione della Consulta Nazionale dei Giovani Medici Legali Universitari, ampio
spazio sarà riservato a Specializzandi, Dottorandi e giovani Ricercatori, che potranno presentare i propri
lavori scientifici tramite comunicazioni orali nelle sessioni di venerdì e sabato o mediante esposizione di
poster a tema libero. Al termine della sessione pomeridiana di venerdì si terrà l’assemblea dei soci per il
rinnovo del Consiglio Direttivo.
Come da tradizione, non mancheranno momenti di convivialità: oltre al cocktail di benvenuto al termine
della sessione di giovedì e alla cena di gala del venerdì sera, è previsto per la serata del 16 aprile un evento
aperto alla cittadinanza dal titolo “Dalla fantasia alla realtà: quando l’autopsia è un attore nel film”. Sarà
un’occasione per dialogare con attori, registi e critici cinematografici sul ruolo, talvolta centrale,
dell’autopsia medico-legale nella narrazione cinematografica, con la proiezione di scene iconiche tratte da
film italiani e internazionali.
Nella convinzione che i temi proposti possano stimolare una proficua condivisione e contribuire alla
crescita della nostra disciplina, vi aspettiamo numerosi a Pavia per rendere omaggio all’Eredità del
Maestro.
Un caro saluto
Antonio Oliva
Presidente GIPF
Giovanni Cecchetto
Presidente del Congresso GIPF 2026
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16th April 2026

02:00 pm – 03:00 pm
Welcome and Opening remarks

The GIPF in the Land of the Magister
Forensic autopsy: recommendations for good practice

Chairmen: Giovanni Cecchetto – Margherita Neri – Antonio Oliva 

03:00 pm Forensic autopsy: past, present, and future
   Francesco Introna

03:20 pm Beyond “Recommendation No. R (99) 3 and harmonisation of   
   medico-legal autopsy rules”. The key coordinating role of the ECLFM
   Antti Sajantila

03:40 pm Good clinical-assistive practice (RBPCA) for correct execution of the 
   heart examination in judicial autopsy
   Biagio Solarino
 

04:00 pm Good laboratory practices in post-mortem forensic toxicology
   Federica Bortolotti 

04:20 pm Coffee break

04:40 pm Traceability, collection, transport, preservation, and archiving of  
   autopsy samples for forensic purposes: Is there a need for   
   ministerial guidelines?
   Carlo Previderè 

05:00 pm Guidelines, recommendations, and best practices. The essential role 
   of scientific journals
   Tony Fracasso - Toshikazu Kondo

05:20 pm The forensic autopsy. The Public Prosecutor’s point of view
   Fabio Napoleone

05:40 pm Discussion

06:00 pm Ceremony in memory of Magister Prof. Pierucci, Founder and   
   Emeritus President of the GIPF
   Disciples and Family

06:30 pm Welcome cocktail 

08:00 pm From the postmortem table to the screen: the representation of autopsy 
  in cinema. Special screening of iconic scenes and discussion among  

   forensic pathologists, film directors, and film critics,
   (event open to the public)
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17th April 2026
Morning session

The complexity of medico-legal autopsy in minors.
The importance of a multidisciplinary approach 

Chairmen: Anna Aprile, Cristoforo Pomara

09:00 am  Homicide of newborns, infants, children, and adolescents: forensic  
   pathological patterns 
   Annette Thierauf-Emberger and Giorgia Franchetti 

09:20 am  Suspected paediatric non accidental head trauma. Autopsy findings and 
  cervical spine dissection techniques

   Lorenzo Gitto and Enrica Macorano

09:40 am  Suicide in the context of revenge porn, social media, bullying and the 
   “Blue Whale” phenomenon 
   TBA

10:00 am  Accidental dynamics in the death of minors: the preventive role of  
   forensic pathology 
   Toshikazu Kondo 
 

10:20 am  SIDS and the Liguria protocol 
   Francesco Ventura 

10:40 am  Professional liability in infant deaths 
   Caterina Offidani

11:00 am   Coffee break

11.20 am – 12.40 pm
Oral presentations

Chairmen: Cristian D’Ovidio, Giacomo Fassina, Rosa Maria Martinez 

12:40 pm Lunch break
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17th April 2026
Afternoon  session

The complexity of medico-legal autopsy in minors.
The importance of a multidisciplinary approach 

Chairmen: Carlo Campobasso, Laura Filograna, Luca Morini

02:30 pm Drug-related deaths in drug-naive adolescents 
   Sabina Strano Rossi

02:50 pm Molecular autopsy and juvenile sudden death: from morphological  
   findings to molecular data 
   Loredana Buscemi

03:10 pm Pros and cons of post-mortem radiological studies in infants  
   Chandra Bortolotto and Maria Sole Prevedoni Gorone 
 

03:30 pm Beyond the classical triad of post-mortem changes: challenges and  
   innovative approaches to the estimation of the time since death 
   TBA 

03:50 pm Coffee break

04.20 pm – 05.40 pm
Oral presentations

Chairmen: Giorgio Bolino, Elena Giovannini, Elvira Ventura Spagnolo, 

05:40 pm Discussion

06:00 pm GIPF General Assembly 

08:00 pm Social Dinner 
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18th April 2026

Back to the future
Forensic pathology in the era of Artificial Intelligence 

Chairmen: Rossana Cecchi, Andrea Verzelletti, Guido Viel

09:00 am  Artificial Intelligence: Findings and Perspectives
   Claudio Cusano

09:30 am  AI and time-of-death estimation: precision, accuracy, and limits 
   Ernesto D’Aloja 

09:50 am  The Role of artificial intelligence in cardiovascular pathology
   Cristina Basso
 

10:10 am  The pathologist’s virtual eye: AI and forensic imaging in the 21st century 
   Thomas Ruder

10:30 am  Automation of the autopsy report: risks, potential, and application  
   prospects in the use of AI 
   Nico Curti and Paolo Fais

10:50 am  Coffee break

11.10 am – 12.30 pm
Oral presentations

Chairmen: Roberto Demontis, Mariagrazia Marisei, Silvia D. Visonà 

12:50 pm Discussion
 
13:00 pm Prizes and closing remarks 
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CALL FOR ABSTRACT

During April 17 and 18, 2026, young Colleagues will have the opportunity to present their works
through sessions of oral communications and posters.

The abstract form can be downloaded at the following link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mr3k34d6BmCqkLcm-jiAGHxFUPQ7D27x/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116381537957880747653&rtpof=true&sd=true

It must be rigorously completed in accordance with the instructions provided in the Word file and sent
by February 27, 2026, to the email address gruppoitalianopatologiaforense@gmail.com

It is emphasized that, for oral presentations, the Scientific Committee will consider, for the purposes of
subsequent selection, exclusively those works addressing the topics of autopsy in minors (theme of
Friday, April 17) and the application of artificial intelligence in the forensic field (theme of Saturday,
April 18).

Posters, instead, will be on free themes pertaining to the field of forensic pathology.

Durante le giornate del 17 e 18 aprile 2026 sarà data la possibilità ai giovani Colleghi di presentare i
propri lavori attraverso sessioni di comunicazioni orali e poster.

Al presente link è possibile scaricare l'abstract form:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mr3k34d6BmCqkLcm-jiAGHxFUPQ7D27x/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116381537957880747653&rtpof=true&sd=true

L’abstract form dovrà essere rigorosamente compilato come da indicazioni riportate nel file Word ed
inviato entro il 27 febbraio 2026 all'indirizzo email gruppoitalianopatologiaforense@gmail.com

Si sottolinea che, per le presentazioni orali, saranno considerati dal Comitato Scientifico, ai fini della
successiva selezione, esclusivamente i lavori che vertono sulle tematiche dell’autopsia nel soggetto
minorenne (tema della giornata di venerdì 17 Aprile), e dell’applicazione dell’intelligenza artificiale in
ambito forense (tema della giornata di sabato 18 Aprile).

I poster, invece, saranno a tema libero su argomenti appartenenti all’ambito della medicina legale.
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REGISTRATION FEES AND PROCEDURES

Please note: the social dinner is limited to a maximum of 180
participants. Once this limit is reached, the registration option
including the social dinner will no longer be available.

The registration fee includes:
• participation in the scientific sessions
• welcome cocktail
• scheduled coffee breaks and lunches
• certificate of attendance
• congress kit
• movie night (16 April 2026)
• aperitif and social dinner, if selected

Fees by 15 March 2026
GIPF members (with current annual membership):
• € 360.00, including the social dinner
• € 300.00, without the social dinner
Non-member participants:
• € 430.00, including the social dinner
• € 370.00, without the social dinner
Residents, research fellows, PhD candidates who are members
of GIPF or Consulta Nazionale dei Giovani Medici Legali
Universitari (Participants registering in this category must send
to the Organising Secretariat a certificate of current university
enrolment, or a statement from the Institute Director attesting
internal medical status and GIPF or Consulta membership):
• €280.00, including the social dinner
• €220.00, without the social dinner

Fees from 15 to 31 March 2026
GIPF members (with current annual membership):
• €460.00, including the social dinner
• €400.00, without the social dinner
Non-member participants:
• €540.00, including the social dinner
• €480.00, without the social dinner
Residents, research fellows, internal medical staff, PhD
candidates, members of GIPF or Consulta Nazionale dei
Giovani Medici Legali Universitari:
• €350.00, including the social dinner
• €300.00, without the social dinner

Registration procedure
Registration is mandatory and must be completed online at the
following link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1T0V1jL0S4k1wwWMJSE9XCfH
4HeZrh49ZgqL51ZwKfVA/edit
Once the registration form has been duly completed,
participants will receive the details for the bank transfer. If
payment is not made within three working days, the registration
will be considered void.
Registration will close on 31 March 2026.

GIPF membership
It is possible to join or renew G.I.P.F. membership by paying the
€50.00 annual fee via bank transfer to:
Account holder: Prof. Francesco Ventura
Bank: BPER Banca
IBAN: IT94A0538701432000047019241

QUOTE E MODALITÀ DI ISCRIZIONE

N.B. La cena sociale potrà ospitare un massimo di 180 persone.
Pertanto, esauriti i posti l’opzione di iscrizione comprensiva
della cena non sarà più disponibile.

Con la quota di iscrizione è incluso quanto segue:
• partecipazione ai lavori scientifici
• cocktail di benvenuto
• coffee break e lunch previsti
• attestato di partecipazione
• kit congressuale
• serata cinema (16 aprile 2026)
• aperitivo e cena sociale, qualora si scelga l’opzione

Entro il 15 marzo 2026
Soci GIPF in regola con la quota annuale:
• Euro 360,00 comprensivi della cena sociale
• Euro 300,00 senza cena sociale
Congressisti non soci GIPF:
• Euro 430,00 comprensivi della cena sociale
• Euro 370,00 senza cena sociale
Specializzandi, borsisti, dottorandi che sono iscritti al GIPF o
alla Consulta dei Giovani Medici Legali (i partecipanti devono
inviare alla segreteria organizzativa il certificato attestante
l’iscrizione universitaria per l’anno in corso e il certificato
attestante l’iscrizione alla al GIPF o alla Consulta):
• Euro 280,00 comprensivi della cena sociale
• Euro 220,00 senza cena sociale

Dal 15 al 31 marzo 2026
Soci GIPF in regola con la quota annuale:
• Euro 460,00 comprensivi della cena sociale
• Euro 400,00 senza cena sociale
Congressisti non soci GIPF:
• Euro 540,00 comprensivi della cena sociale
• Euro 480,00 senza cena sociale
Specializzandi, borsisti, medici interni, dottorandi, iscritti al
GIPF o alla Consulta dei Giovani Medici Legali:
• Euro 360,00 comprensivi di cena sociale
• Euro 300,00 senza cena sociale

Modalità di iscrizione
L’iscrizione è obbligatoria e si effettua online al link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1T0V1jL0S4k1wwWMJSE9XCfH
4HeZrh49ZgqL51ZwKfVA/edit
Una volta effettuata la registrazione (compilando il form in tutte
le sue parti) l’iscritto riceverà un avviso PagoPA per effettuare il
pagamento della quota. Qualora il pagamento non venga
effettuato entro TRE giorni lavorativi dalla ricezione dello stesso,
l’iscrizione sarà considerata decaduta.
I partecipanti residenti all’estero dovranno effettuare un
bonifico (i cui dati verranno comunicati direttamente agli
interessati dopo che avranno compilato il form).
Le Iscrizioni si chiuderanno il 31 marzo 2026.

Iscrizione al GIPF
È possibile effettuare o rinnovare l’iscrizione G.I.P.F. versando la
quota di € 50,00 attraverso un bonifico sul C/C bancario
intestato a:
Prof. Francesco Ventura presso BPER Banca
IBAN: IT94A0538701432000047019241
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The congress sessions will take place in the halls of the Central Palace of the
University of Pavia, located in Piazza Leonardo da Vinci.

All presentations will be held in the Aula Magna, while posters will be displayed in
Aula del ‘400 and Aula di Disegno.

The welcome cocktail will take place in the Sala Forlanini, while coffee breaks and
lunch will be hosted in the halls of the Rectorate.
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16th – 18th April 2026

VENUE OF THE CONGRESS

Aula Magna Aula Magna

Aula del ‘400 Aula di Disegno

Sala Forlanini Saloni del Rettorato



The logo is conceived to provide a visual identity for the 12th National GIPF Congress, evoking both the city
of Pavia and the topics addressed over the three days of the meeting.
The monumental Statue of Minerva, created by Francesco Messina and inaugurated in 1939, was
conceived as a welcoming landmark for those entering the city. Located between the railway station and
the historic city centre, it has since become one of Pavia’s most iconic symbols. Minerva, the goddess of
wisdom, heroic virtues, and war, embodies the idea of knowledge combined with moral strength.

XII National Congress
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16th – 18th april 2026

PAVIA and THE CONGRESS LOGO

The helmet of the Pavia Minerva is adorned with
two serpents on the sides and an eagle at the
centre. The serpents evoke vigilant wisdom and
the ambivalent nature of knowledge, which can
both protect and strike. The eagle, an ancient
Roman symbol of power and breadth of vision,
represents a form of knowledge that rises above
things and masters them with clarity, in keeping
with the goddess’s role as protector of the arts
and heroic virtues.
In Pavia, the statue is closely associated with the University’s “millennial glory,” as expressed by the
inscription on its base, which conveys the wish for ever-greater prosperity for the Athenaeum.
According to a local tradition, the statue is said to “turn its back” on Milan, in order to defend the
University of Pavia from competition with the Milanese university, further reinforcing its symbolic value for
the city. One of the most widespread student legends holds that, until graduation, it is strictly forbidden to
look Minerva in the eyes, as doing so would risk never obtaining a degree.
The skull, within which electronic circuits are embedded, alludes to the application of digital technologies,
particularly Artificial Intelligence, in the performance of the medico-legal autopsy. In the Congress logo,
Minerva merges with the skull, symbolizing the union between the wisdom and knowledge handed down
by the Magisters of Forensic Pathology, a discipline that, while standing “on the shoulders of giants,” keeps
its gaze firmly directed toward the future and the innovations of our time.


